
This New Year finds us at a crossroads. Many are eager and ready to return to their church

home, but concerns and apprehension regarding the COVID virus, and all its variants, make

many cautious about returning. We understand your concern. We are doing our best, based on

county and state guidelines, to ensure the safest environment for all. After each service,

meetings and events, rooms are disinfected. For our services, we do not take an offering and

you do not need to pick up a hymn book as all you need is on the big screen. Communion is

served in individual, prepared, servings. We have hand sanitizer at each door and you are

welcome to wear a mask if you feel safer doing so.

The staff at Hope has made it easier for you to stay at home and enjoy services and morning

meditation online. You can attend Pastor Derek’s Bible Study on Zoom. There are activities for

students and children, all available online. But online you do not experience the joy of being

with your church family, even if social distancing. We encourage you to take this start of a “new

year” to return to your church family. In October we will have a rally highlighting all of our

church ministries. October also brings back the tradition of our Polka Service. The service will

be held on October 24. 

We have many exciting children and student ministries. We have opportunities for you to sing in

the Hope Chorale or ring bells with the Hope Bell Choir. You can join the women of the church

at various Bible studies or quilting. Men of the church have Bible Study on Tuesday mornings. All

are invited to participate in Hope Book Club. We need volunteers for Altar Guild, Ushers,

Readers, and much more. 

Again, Happy New Year and we look forward to seeing you at church. 

HAPPY NEW YEAR!
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Mission Statement

At Hope Lutheran Church our v is ion is  to share the free and

unmerited love of God in Chr ist  Jesus.

You have not lost track of the calendar and neither has your church staff. In the church,

we have several “new year” experiences. There is the calendar New Year on January 1. The new

year for our church calendar begins on the first Sunday of Advent, usually the first Sunday in

December. We often kick off a mid-year, new year in September. School is starting and many

are returning from vacations. At Hope we look forward to the return of many members who have

sought a cooler climate in the summer months. 



PRAYER REQUEST
R E M E M B E R  I N  P R A Y E R :

To: Hope Lutheran Congregation

August 2021

From: Sequoia Leach

Dear Hope Lutheran Church,

I just wanted to take a few minutes to tell you how grateful my parents and I are for your

generous contributions to my GoFundMe account, set up after my July 4th fireworks accident.  

Honestly, its hard to describe just how blessed we feel that so many of you we barely know

would be so generous.  Thank you from the bottom our hearts.  We now have 103 different

donors who have given over $12,000 to help us with my medical, therapy and adaptive

equipment needs.  Most of my time now is spent going to follow up visits with all my doctors

and surgeons, as well as to the all-important occupational hand therapy sessions.  The doctors

tell me it will be a long process to heal and learn how to do daily activities all over again.  But

I’m optimistic I can do it.  Especially with all the love and support you and others have shown

me already.  My Mom, Melissa Huettel Leach is organizing my GoFundMe account and she is

providing updates on my progress on Fundraiser by Melissa Huettel : Sequoia Leach’s Life

Changing Firework Explosion (gofundme.com).  Please continue to share my link and story. 

 Once again, we thank you so much!  God is great!!  Have a blessed day.

GO FUND ME

If you have a loved one or friend in need of prayer, or need to make a change to a name

on the prayer list, please send that information to doug@hopepd.org.

Jim Baber, Bill & Marcy Bell, Bill Bloyer, Don Brithinee, Phil Corvinus, Francisco Duran, Analisa

Ebert, Linda Ernest, Bob Fort, Debbie Garver, Virginia Goettelman (Tina Gates’ mother), Ruth

Gray, Rocco and Karen Guillardo, Edie Hastie, Angelika Hecht and her parents Inge and

Herbert, Mary Houston, Mary Kaalusky, Linda Kunelius, Ella Manor, Ned Martin, Donna McQuillon,

Michelle, Robin Miner, Joyce Muckenfuss, Cathy Musacchia, Barb Musgjerd, David Musgjerd, Fr.

Brian Nealy, Julie Nelson, Mark Oeding, Krista Olson-Vasquez  daughter of Carole and Jim

Olson, Brita Rogers, Rita Rushing, Vic Sanchez,  Kimball Sanclemente, Debi Smith, Steve

Spencer, Martha Terry, Linda Vollenhals brother, Dennis, Mavis Ward, Jayceon Wilson, Joan

Woehrmann, Harriet Wright and Jack Youmans.

THANK YOU FROM SEQUOIA LEACH

If you can contribute any amount, it will mean so much to the Leach Family. You can find the page on
the button below, or you can visit GoFundMe.com and search for Sequoia Leach. Thank you for your
prayers, love, and support.
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https://www.gofundme.com/f/sequoiaLeach-life-changing-firework-explosion?utm_campaign=p_cp+share-sheet&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=poster
https://www.gofundme.com/f/sequoiaLeach-life-changing-firework-explosion?utm_campaign=p_cp+share-sheet&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=poster
http://hopepd.org/


On Mondays the church provides $5.00 per month to needy individuals. We also provide water

and food items to our guests. The office staff has started a food pantry for our Monday visitors.

Please bring travel-sized toiletries, individually-wrapped foods, such as cookies and pop tarts.

Canned goods including canned meats and fruits with pop-tops are also needed. 

You may drop items off at the church office, Monday-Thursday, 9:00am-2:00pm. We are also

looking for backpacks to provide an easy method for persons to carry the food items.

HOPE FOOD BANK

Scholarship funds for college books, supplies and other incidental expenses are available for

college students who have been active members of Hope during their growing years. If you

wish to apply, please send a letter to:

Hope Lutheran Church

45900 Portola Avenue

Palm Desert, CA 92260

Application deadline is September 1, 2021

Or send an email to gabe@hopepd.org.

BASESHORE SCHOLARSHIP FUND

HOPE BOOK CLUB
The Hope Book Club will meet on September 28. The book for this

month is “The President’s Daughter is Missing”. Books are

available in the office for $15.00.

A madman abducts the President’s teenage daughter, turning every

parent’s deepest fear into a matter of national security. As the

world watches in real time, the President embarks on a one-man

special-ops mission that tests his strengths: as a leader, a warrior,

and a father.
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QUILTERS OF HOPE
Summer is almost over and it’s time to get back to our regular schedule, the 1st

and 3rd Wednesdays of the month. We will meet Wednesday, September 1st and

15th at 9:30am in the Hope Center. If you are in the desert come join in the fun,

no experience needed.

Thank you Tina for handling the meetings while I am away.  I will be back the

middle of September and look forward to seeing everyone.  If you need

information or if you have questions please call me, Anita Holden 760.408.9681



LEGACY CIRCLE OF HOPE
Thinking about your Fall "to-do" list? It is never too early to
remember the church in your estate planning! Don’t forget
to include Hope Lutheran Church Palm Desert!

For more information, contact Legacy Committee Chair,
Lynn Hendershot, at lynn.hendershot@yahoo.com

 " E V E N  I F  I  K N E W  T H A T  T O M O R R O W  T H E  W O R L D  W O U L D  G O  T O  P I E C E S ,  I

W O U L D  S T I L L  P L A N T  M Y  A P P L E  T R E E  T O D A Y . "  -  M A R T I N  L U T H E R

Are you confused on what groups are meeting at church and which are
online? Are you looking for start time of a Bible study? Wondering who is
on the prayer list? Wanting to donate to the church? All of this can be
done on our church app.

• Go to the App Store on your phone.
• Search for Church Center App
• Download the App to your device
• Complete the information regarding Hope Lutheran

CHURCH CENTER APP

You will now have access to make
prayer requests, highlights of Modern
and Traditional services. Scroll further
down and find links to our website, Kids
Check-in and links to online events on
Facebook, Instagram and TikTok.

Animal Samaritans is looking for used, “ready to throw out” towels
and blankets to use for surgery and cages. Please mark them for
Animal Samaritans. Items can be dropped off in the Hope office.
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REGISTER HERE

FAMILY TRIVIA GAME NIGHT

Hope Children Center provides a faith-based environment for
children to enjoy before and after school. Visit hopepd.org for
more information.

CHILDREN CENTER

The Bible study for 4th and 5th grade Bible study is starting on September 14. Students will meet
in the Hope Kids Classroom, 6:30pm – 8:00pm. Bible study will meet every other week.

Hope Kids values families having fun together! We know that
families that have fun, families that play together, families
that laugh together, do better. That's why Hope Kids has a
MONTHLY Family Trivia Game Night. Next date is Friday,
September 3rd, 2021, Zoom at 7pm.

Contact dana@hopepd.org for more details.

Hope Kids Elementary and Early Childhood online at hopepd.org

Our August Bible memory verse winners are Cooper from
Elementary who will be receiving a Family scavenger hunt
game and Adam from Early Childhood who will be
receiving a Lego City construction set. 

Our final Summer Family movie night was a blast. 40 of us
gathered in the Hope Center and enjoyed popcorn,
treats, and good company as we watched the Croods 2. 
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https://hopechurchpd.churchcenter.com/registrations/events/464010
https://www.hopepd.org/hope-children-center
http://hopepd.org/


Game nights are Wednesdays at 7:00pm. 

Contact Nick at nick@hopepd.org for gamer tag. 

STAND FIRM
Confirmation has been switched to an online platform. This makes it possible for students to
still be confirmed and capable of working it into their busy schedules. If you have any
questions please reach out to Nick at Nick@hopepd.org. 

Middle & High School online at hopepd.org
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Third Saturday of every month meets in Hope
Center @ 7:30am.

This is an event where students are the hands
and feet of Jesus in our very own community.
Less than a mile up the road from the church on
Portola, students go into a community that is in
need of food. Our high school and middle
school students go door-to-door handing out
food to the families. On top of that, they’re
reaching our and asking if the families have any
concerns that they could pray about together. 

An amazing event for students to impact the lives of others. If you are interested in helping
please reach out to Nick at Nick@hopepd.org.

THE LANDING
(From 7pm-9pm) The Landing can help foster hope, truth and joy as teenagers embark on an
exciting year-long journey of engaging videos, meaningful experiences, vibrant worship, and
great conversation as they develop true friendships with other teens. 

The Landing breaks the cycles of dysfunction, giving our students the tools to face life’s hurts,
hang-ups and habits in an new and healthy effective way.



During September, we will meet on Sundays at 8:45am in the Choir Room. Rehearsals will begin on
September 12. Join us as we sing for joy

Celebrate Recovery meets every Thursday
night at 7:00pm in the Hope Center. 7:00pm
Large Group with worship and a lesson or
testimony, 8:00pm In-person Open Share
Groups. 

Celebration Place is a place for children in
3rd-5th grades.

The Landing for our middle and high school students is meeting at 7:00pm in the sanctuary. No
beverages or snacks are offered at any of the meetings. Please bring your own.

Any questions contact us at cr@hopepd.org. Can’t wait to see you there!
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Saturday, September 25
4:30pm Social
5:00pm meal & program (recent book reviews)
 
$7.00/person Salad, Sandwiches, Dessert & Beverages
RSVP by Sept. 22 to Nancy Madson, norsknm@gmail.com
760-238-8819 (text or message) or 760-343-0848 (voice message)

SON'S OF NORWAY SEPTEMBER 
IN-PERSON SOCIAL

TIME TO JOIN THE CHOIR!

mailto:norsknm@gmail.com


 We are planning a major event to celebrate the holidays and tell the story of the birth of
Jesus. This will be a theater event, in the Hope Center. We will need the help and support of

many members. This will be a large, multi-generational production. We will encourage families
to work together. We will need:

 
Actors of all ages
Singers of all ages

Volunteers to help construct sets
Volunteers to make costumes

TOO EARLY FOR CHRISTMAS PLANNING? NO!

8

 We still have openings on all Sundays in September for the “Needy Persons Fund”.

The Hope Hand Bell Choir will begin rehearsing in October. If you are interested, please contact,
Doug Wilson, Director of Music, doug@hopepd.org. It is nice if you read music, but we can mark
music to create a less stressful experience for all. See Doug, on Sundays, if you have any
questions. 

RING A JOYFUL NOISE

On Sunday, September 26, 3:00pm, Director of Music,
Douglas Wilson will present an organ concert and
hymn sing. Come and enjoy the beautiful and amazing
sounds of the organ at Hope. 

Join together in the singing of hymns of the church.
This will be the first in a series of concerts to be held
on the 4th Sunday of the month in September,
November and January, March, May 2022.

ORGAN MUSIC AND HYMN SING

mailto:doug@hopepd.org
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FALL EVENTS

EVENTS & DETAILS HERE

Contact Gesa Sharon at gesa@hopepd.org | 949-689-9681

Follow us on Instagram at “womenofhopepalmdesert” and 
on Facebook at “Women Of Hope at Hope Palm Desert”

https://hopechurchpd.churchcenter.com/registrations/events
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Daily Devotionals

Traditional Services

Traditional Services Online

Modern Services

Modern Services Online

Hope Kids & Students

Women's Gather Study 

Men's Bible Study

Bible Study

Kid's Bible Study

Stand Firm

Hope Book Club

Esther Circle

Quilters of Hope

Meet Up

Celebrate Recovery

CR - The Landing

CR - Men's Open Share 

CR- Women's Open Share

Stephen Ministry 

Monday - Friday, 7:00am

Sundays 8:00am & 9:30am

Beginning Sunday Mornings

Sundays 10:30am

Beginning Sunday Mornings

Sundays 9:30am & 10:30am

4th Monday, 6:30pm

1st & 3rd Tuesdays 7:30am

Tuesdays, 11:00am

Every other Tues. starting Sept 12, 6:30pm (Hope Kids Classroom) 

Tuesdays 5:30pm

4th Tuesday, 7:00pm

2nd Wed. 9:30am

1st & 3rd Wed.

Wednesdays 7:00pm

Thursdays 7:00pm

Thursdays 7:00pm

Thursdays 7:00pm

Thursdays 8:00pm

2nd & 4th Fridays 9:00am

Facebook Live

OnCampus

Hopepd.org

On Campus

Hopepd.org

OnCampus

OnCampus

OnCampus

Online

Online

OnCampus

OnCampus

Hope Center

Hope Center

OnCampus

OnCampus

OnCampus

OnCampus

OnCampus

ONLINE AND ONCAMPUS
WEEKLY OPPORTUNITIES 
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Gerald Sharon
Associate Pastor
gerald@hopepd.org

Gabe Den Hartog 
Office Manager
gabe@hopepd.org

John Wilson
Video Creator &
Technical Director
john@hopepd.org

Rick Bailard
Teaching Pastor
rick@hopepd.org

Carl R. Witt, Jr.
Pastor Emeritus
Interim Associate Pastor 
carl@hopepd.org

Douglas C. Wilson
Director of Music/Office Asst
doug@hopepd.org

Kevin Foley 
Family Ministry
kevin@hopepd.org

Nick Orth
Students Minister
nick@hopepd.org

Manny Marinez
Facilities Manager
manny@hopepd.org

Christina Jutovsky
Content Creator & 
Social Media Director
christina@hopepd.org

Barbara Oeding
Bookkeeper
barb@hopepd.org

Council (Leadership Team)

Mary Fay Pinnow

President

Jerry Beers

Vice President

Reynold Worch

Secretary

Rick Greaves

Treasurer

Kim Buchanan, Eddy McLachlan, Martha Osborne, Kent Schulz

FOR MORE INFORMATION:  
760.346. 1273 |  HOPE PALM DESERT 45900 PORTOLA AVENUE PALM DESERT ,  CA 92260

OFFICE HOURS:  
9:00AM -  5:00PM MONDAY -  THURSDAY

HOURS ARE 9-2PM FRIDAYS BEGINNING SEPTEMBER 17TH

Derek Fossey 
Senior Pastor 
derek@hopepd.org

STAFF

Virginia Plavec
Director Hope Children Center
virginia@hopepd.org

Dana Karr
Kids Ministry 
dana@hopepd.org

Dustin Voigt
Janitorial

Gesa Sharon
Ministry Leader
gesa@hopepd.org
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Dylan Foley
Production Assistant
dylan@hopepd.org

https://www.facebook.com/HopeLutheranChurch/
https://www.instagram.com/hopepalmdesert/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCqJRu0R86THzLwKFgoff6nA
https://www.tiktok.com/@hopepalmdesert?lang=en

